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PREFACE 


The  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C. 
2321  et  seq.)  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  publish  an  Official  Journal  and  to 
provide  the  public  with  pertinent  information 
relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary 
to  disseminate  technological  and  other  informa- 
tion available  to  the  Office  that  would  encourage 
innovation  and  promote  progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Journal,  which  is  published 
quarterly,  includes  instructions  issued  by  the 
Office  and  related  information.  It  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  on  request.  Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782 

This  issue  covers  the  period  from  April  1 
through  June  30,  1974. 
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**To  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

( ) No.  of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 
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**To  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

( ) No.  of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 


Novelty:  'McNair  800'  at  maturity  is  similar  to  'Davis';  however,  'McNair  800'  has  smaller  seeds 

and  plants  are  5 cm  shorter  with  more  lateral  branching  during  the  first  3 to  8 weeks  of  growth. 

The  pods  of  'McNair  800'  mature  4 days  later.  'McNair  800'  is  susceptible  to  phytophthora  root  rot; 
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**To  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed 


Novelty:  'Sinclair  Butterwax'  most  closely  resembles  'Eastern  Butterwax. ' 'Sinclair  Butterwax'  is 

white  seeded  and  round  podded;  whereas,  'Eastern  Butterwax'  is  black  seeded  and  oval  podded. 
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Novelty:  'Paymaster  111-A'  closely  resembles  'Paymaster  111'  but  'Paymaster  111-A'  possesses  fiber 

that  is  longer  by  approximately  1/64  inch. 
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Novelty:  'Lambright  X-15-4 ' is  most  similar  to  'Lambright  123-BR-l'  except  that  'Lambright  X-15- 
has  0.91  grams  larger  bolls,  fiber  is  0.06  inches  longer,  has  22,000  PSI  stronger  fiber;  is  4 inc] 
taller,  more  erect  and  sets  fruit  higher  off  the  ground;  and  is  resistant  to  verticillium  and  fus 
wilt,  ascochyta  blight,  and  anthracnose. 
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Novelty:  'Bush  Romano  71'  is  most  similar  to  'Bush  Romano  14';  however,  'Bush  Romano  71'  plants  are 

12  cm  taller,  pods  are  1.6  cm  longer,  and  seeds  are  uniformly  vinaceous-cinnamon;  whereas,  some  'Bush 
Romano  14'  seeds  are  vinaceous-cinnamon  with  white  markings. 
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Novelty:  'McNair  210'  most  closely  resembles  'Coker  310.'  'McNair  210'  is  different  from  'Coker  310' 

in  (1)  lint  percent,  'McNair  210'  = 37.8  percent,  'Coker  310'  = 41.6  percent;  (2)  2.5  span  length. 
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riel.iei-5;  Paymaster  Dwarf'  is  13  cm  shorter  than  'Paymaster  18,'  one  of  several  shorter  stripper 
**To  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Experiment  Station  Varieties 

USDA  cooperative  research  agreements  for  the  development  of  new 
plant  varieties  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  7 U.S.C.  427i 
which  read  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Any  contracts  made  pursuant  to  this  authority  shall 
contain  requirements  making  the  result  of  research  and 
investigations  available  to  the  public  through  dedication, 
assignment  to  the  government,  or  such  other  means  as  the 
Secretary  shall  determine." 

This  provision  has  historically  been  interpreted  to  require  (1) 
Government  control  of  research  results;  or  (2)  an  agreement  by 
the  contractor  to  make  the  research  results  available  to  the  public 
on  a nonexclusive,  royalty-free  basis. 

This  interpretation  is  consistent  with  the  "inventions"  provision 
in  all  USDA  cooperative  research  agreements. 

The  legal  counsel  in  the  Department  has  concluded  that  the  parties 
to  a USDA  cooperative  research  agreement  may  agree  (1)  that  the 
Government  shall  own  the  variety,  or  (2)  that  the  Cooperator  shall 
own  the  variety  or  (3)  that  it  shall  be  owned  jointly.  In  (2) 
and  (3)  above,  the  cooperator  must  agree  to  waive  its  ownership 
rights  in  accordance  with  section  83(a)  of  the  Plant  Variety  Pro- 
tection Act  and  the  variety  must  be  made  available  to  the  public 
on  a nonexclusive,  royalty-free  basis. 

The  waiver  does  not  limit  the  right  of  experiment  stations  to 
specify  that  protected  varieties  are  to  be  sold  by  variety  name 
only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

Experiment  stations  subject  to  this  ruling  will  be  asked  to  autho- 
rize the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Office  to  issue  certificates  of 
plant  variety  protection  in  conformance  with  the  cooperative 
research  agreements. 


Progress  Report 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued  100  plant  variety 
protection  certificates  since  inception  of  a new  service  giving 
exclusive  rights  to  plant  developers  to  grow  and  sell  their  novel 
varieties  of  seed-reproduced  plants. 

Issued  under  authority  of  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  a law 
enacted  in  December  1970,  the  100  certificates  went  to  35  different 
seed  firms,  research  foundations  and  state  universities  for  new 
varieties  of  lettuce,  soybeans,  wheat,  cotton,  beans,  peas,  and 
asters.  An  additional  305  applications,  involving  57  kinds  of 
seed-reproduced  plants  were  pending  actions  in  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office  of  USDA's  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  as  of 
July  1,  1974. 

Computers  are  used  by  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Office  to  help 
determine  if  a variety  is  new.  This  concept  has  attracted  world- 
wide attention  to  this  USDA  program.  Under  the  system,  a computer 
memory  bank  is  used  to  compare  an  application  against  all  known 
past  and  present  varieties. 
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The  system  uses  descriptions,  contained  in  available  literature 
of  all  known  varieties  for  a given  crop  which  is  stored  in  the 
computer.  The  computer  is  programmed  by  a Plant  Variety  Protec- 
tion Office  Examiner  to  print  out  detailed  comparative  descrip- 
tions of  varieties  that  are  most  similar  to  the  new  variety. 

The  Examiner  compares  the  characteristics  of  these  similar  varieties 
and  determines  whether  the  applicant's  variety  is  new  and  entitled 
to  a certificate  of  plant  variety  protection. 

The  work  involved  in  storing  computer  descriptions  to  process  one 
application  on  one  crop  may  be  as  great  as  if  50  applications  were 
filed  on  the  same  crop.  For  this  reason,  only  six  certificates 
were  issued  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  program's  operation. 

Nine  major  crops  are  now  fully  computerized. 

As  variety  descriptions  for  each  crop  are  stored  in  the  computer, 
the  issuance  of  certificates  rapidly  speeds  up  for  that  kind  of 
crop.  Eventually,  if  applications  are  properly  filed  on  the 
forms,  and  the  computer  storage  for  a given  crop  is  completed, 
a decision  as  to  whether  or  not  a variety  is  new  should  be  made 
within  three  months  after  the  application  is  filed.  Considerable 
progress  is  expected  by  PVP  office  examiners  in  the  processing 
of  applications  during  the  next  year. 

UPOV 

Mr.  John  C.  Blum,  Associate  Administrator,  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,  and  Mr.  Stanley  F.  Rollin,  Commissioner,  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office,  have  been  invited  by  Mr.  Arpad  Bogsch,  Sec- 
retary General,  International  Union  for  the  Protection  of  New 
Plant  Varieties  (UPOV).  to  attend  a meeting  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
land, October  21-23,  1974.  Among  other  related  subjects,  the 
agenda  will  include  a discussion  concerning  some  of  the  UPOV 
requirements  and  how  these  requirements  may  interfere  with  the 
United  States  joining  the  UPOV  convention.  Some  of  the  topics 
that  will  be  discussed  are: 

1.  The  issuance  of  plant  patents  and  certificates  of  protection 
on  the  same  species. 

2.  Methods  used  to  examine  applications  to  determine  novelty. 

3.  The  length  of  time  for  protection  of  species. 

4.  Time  limitations  concerned  with  applying  for  variety 
protection . 

5.  The  varietal  nomenclature  requirement. 

6.  The  cost  of  membership. 

7.  The  requirement  that  potato  varieties  be  protected  within 

8 years  after  joining  UPOV.  (Potato  varieties  are  not  protected 
by  the  Patent  Office  or  PVPO) . 
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